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Investigating the evolution of anthropological views about human nature and its
effects on western education
Safoora Seirafianpour™ and Mohammadhossein Heidari"

Abstract

The discussion about human nature from the point of view of his intrinsic good
or evil has always been of interest in the West and since the Christian era.
Different views on this issue by philosophers and thinkers have established
different educational systems, each of which has its own obligations. The aim
is to examine the evolution of these attitudes in the history of the West and its
educational effects, especially in the two categories of play and authority.
Since the correct education of a person depends on his correct and accurate
knowledge, it is important to address this issue. This survey was done with
descriptive-analytical qualitative method and document analysis type. There
are three types of views about this; The pessimistic view that considers humans
to be inherently evil; It is the optimistic point of view that considers man to be
good by nature and the neutral point of view that believes that man is neither
bad nor good by nature. Changing the view from impurity to purity and
neutrality of human nature has followed the transformation of western
education. By accepting the inherent contamination of human beings, medieval
education was dry, harsh and disciplined, along with corporal punishment and
limiting children's freedom and choice. But the efforts of Rousseau and others
such as progressivists pushed education towards providing a safe emotional
environment, giving freedom to the child, paying attention to the game, and as
a result, developing his creativity and individuality. Also, the repressive
teacher turned into a facilitator and helper, and the child's desires and instincts
were taken into consideration.

Keywords: Authority, game, original sin, school of innate pessimism, school
of innate optimism
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