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Achievement goals and self-perceptions are more important motivational characteristics of
students which influence their learning behavior. The scale of Approaches to Learning was
developed by Miller, DeBacker and Green (1999) to measure these characteristics. The objective
of this study was to obtain validation of the scale among Iranian students. Participants were 1371
junior year high school students in Tehran who were selected through random cluster sampling.
They answered to the 32-item ATL. Explanatory factor analysis showed a four factor
measurement model which confirmed by confirmatory factor analysis. These factors were
Learning goals, performance goals, future goals and perceived ability. Whereas the findings
showed that achievement goals, self-perceptions and the instruments to assess them are culture-
dependent, the tasks of validating the instruments that are made in other cultures seem
indispensable.

Keywords: Achievement Goals, Perceived Ability, Approaches to Learning Scale, Validity
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